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sion to extend food subsidy 

till the end of 2023 

under the National 

Food Security Act 

also called Food 

Law, is indeed a 

bold step of the 

Prime Minister 

Shri Narendra 

-

Thanks mainly to the Green, White, 

now 16.4% and also help in eliminating 

hunger to a major extent.  Despite this, 

-

A
s per commitment to the UN 

to meet SDGs, India is 

-

nitely needs a determined 

action and policy support of 

The recent cabinet deci-

Food Subsidy Critical 
For Achieving SDGs
India Required To Have ‘No Poverty’ And ‘Zero Hunger’ By 2030
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-

ability of food, lack of sanitation and clean 

drinking water.

Economic And Ecological Access 

To Food For The Poor

foodgrains through the targeted pub-

crore people, as pronounced by Shri Pi-

Food and Public Distribution is indeed 

the exchequer around 2 lakh crores annu-

both economic and ecological access to 

food for the poor.

Globally, NFSA is considered a 

of India to address the concern of the poor 

for their food and nutrition security, eco-

-

tal security. In this context, India is also 

whereas according to the World Food 

becoming a major concern for many de-

-

-

of balance. Present distress migration is 

-

sion and cultural traditions of rural people 

due to limited access to land and water 

resources. 

 

Ripple Effects Of The War In 

Ukraine
According to the World Food Program 

food, fuel and fertiliser. As a result, mil-

lions of people across the world are at the 

-

oping countries to respond together and 

at scale. Fortunately, in India, in addition 

Nutrition Mission, also called POSHAN 

Abhiyan, aiming to reduce the number of 

-

-

creased use of milk, pulses and also soy-

the problem of malnourishment among 

children.

The decision of merging PM Garib 

We still have 5.7 million children 
(around 40%) below 5 years 
of age, who are malnourished, 

2022).  The main reasons for 
malnutrition are economic 
inequality, poverty, affordability 
of food, lack of sanitation and 
clean drinking water
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-

er step towards long term sustainability, 

presuming that NFSA is likely to continue 

-

ally need free ration is urgently warranted. 

The Impact of MGNREGS
-

hatma Gandhi National Rural Employ-

started in 2006, with current outlay of Rs 

-

ing for nearly 86.2 percent of 146 million 

-

-

the country.

It must be recognised that SDGs do 

present a unique opportunity for the ag-

-

largest number of undernourished and 

poor people in the world. Therefore, the 

be accelerated through higher agricultural 

complacency. 

The decision of merging PM 
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojna 
(PMGKAY), started 28 months 

of NFSA, and providing now 
5 kg grains free of cost to 
almost 81.35 crore is another 
step towards long term 
sustainability, presuming that 
NFSA is likely to continue till 
2030 with an aim to achieve 
SDGs

priority is accorded to agricultural re-

enhanced budgetary allocation to ICAR, 

which unfortunately has remained stag-

nant for almost the last one decade. On 

any other sector be it education, energy, 

road, transport, infrastructure etc.

Well-Designed Strategy 

Warranted
SDGs are both an opportunity and a fu-

-

dent now that for meeting SDGs at the 

which, probably UN targets would not 

designed strategy with a well monitored 

implementation plan is warranted. Some 

suggestions are made below.  

* Scaling agricultural growth in a Mis-

-

such as Mustard, Soybean, Maize etc., 

ecoregion-wise, with emphasis on farm-

ing systems around crops, horticulture, 

-

ment and institutional infrastructure for 

-

in natural resources so critical for acceler-

ated agricultural growth, and

on-going national programmes aiming 

to ensure rural credit, health insurance, 

micro-irrigation systems, construction of 

and self-employment, need based fertilis-

er use based on soil test analysis, linking 

farmers to markets, including eNAM, etc.

In conclusion, time is short and we 

-

-

curity for all.
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